
 

June 10, 2019  

 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 

City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 

 

Dear Mayor de Blasio,  

 

As chefs and culinary professionals, we are writing to urge you to restore funding to the Breakfast in 

the Classroom program in the Fiscal Year 2020 New York City Budget and to continue to 

successfully implement Breakfast in the Classroom in all city schools.  

 

Under your leadership, New York City has been a national leader in connecting students to school 

breakfast through Breakfast in the Classroom. Since school year 2014-2015 (the year before the 

original Breakfast in the Classroom policy was announced), an additional 79,771 students from 

across the five boroughs are eating school breakfast. These proposed cuts put that progress in 

jeopardy. We must not let this happen. 

Breakfast in the Classroom is an essential tool in building greater equity among students. Serving this 

meal in the classroom as a part of the school day is the most inclusive way to ensure that all students 

are starting the day ready to learn, regardless of family income. When all students get breakfast, it 

helps to level the playing field, making everyone starts the day with the nutrition they need to focus 

and learn. Educators report stronger test scores, fewer discipline problems, higher attendance rates, 

and calmer classrooms. In schools where breakfast is still served in the cafeteria, before the school 

day begins, the program is severely underutilized.  

 

Cuts to the Breakfast in the Classroom program will make it harder for students to get the nutrition 

they need to thrive. Please stand up for children by restoring your commitment to Breakfast in the 

Classroom in the Fiscal Year 2020 New York City budget.  

 

Sincerely, 

Emma Alden 

Manhatta 

 

Ian Anderson 

Otway 

 

Michael Anthony  

Gramercy Tavern  

 

 

Timon Balloo 

SUGARCANE raw bar grill 

 

Vanesa Beltran 

Manhatta 

 

Rick Bender 

Local Leaf 

 

 



Abram Bissell 

The Modern 

 

Ari Bokovza 

Claudette 

 

Adam Bordonaro 

ARDYN Restaurant 

 

Trigg Brown 

Win Son  

 

PJ Calapa 

Scampi 

 

Joseph Campanale 

Fausto 

 

Michael Chernow 

Seamore’s 

 

Amanda Cohen  

Dirt Candy 

 

Elyse Colon-Gerard 

Manhatta 

 

Terry Coughlin 

Union Square Hospitality Group 

 

Orland Delgado 

Shuko 

 

Rocco DiSpirito 

Standard Grill 

 

Suzanne Dumaine 

Three Owls Market 

 

Will Edwards 

Gertie 

 

Rheanna Gaskin 

Bay Room 

 

Marc Glosserman 

Hill Country Hospitality  

 

Evan Guyton 

Gabrielle Hamilton  

Prune Restaurant 

 

Amit Hochstein  

Manhatta 

 

Daniel Holzman 

Meatball Shop 

 

Chris Jaeckle 

Kitchen Connect 

 

JJ Johnson 

Chef JJ Co 

 

Jessica Katz 

Starr Restaurants 

 

Matt Kliegman 

The Smile 

 

Dan Kluger 

Loring Place 

 

Nick Korbee 

Egg Shop NYC 

 

Joshua Ku 

Win Son 

 

Lior Lev Sercarz 

La Boite 

 

Anita Lo 

Tour de Forks 

 

Jack Logue 

Clocktower 

 

Robert Mallin  

Retail Worx 

 

Hallie Meyer 

Caffè Panna 

 

Jonah Miller 

Heurtas 

 

 



Jon Mizrach 

Local Leaf 

 

Marc Murphy 

 

Robert Nelson  

AMASS 

 

Bill Peet 

Tavern on the Green 

 

Jason Pfeifer 

Manhatta 

 

King Phojanakong 

Kuma Inn 

 

Juliette Pope 

Bowler Wine 

 

Garrison Price 

Cafe Clover, Clover Grocery,  

The Well, American Bar 

 

Carmen Quagliata 

Union Square Cafe 

 

Alex Raij 

Txikito 

 

Eric Rentz 

Nickel and Diner 

 

Dahnya Rogers 

Manhatta 

 

Jairo Rosa 

Union Square Hospitality Group 

 

Nico Russell  

Oxalis 

 

Jordan Salcito 

Drink RAMONA, Inc. 

 

Sharon Schmugar 

Manhatta 

 

Michael Shain 

Death & Co 

 

Hillary Sterling 

Vic’s 

 

Eli Sussman 

Samesa Restaurant 

 

Bill Telepan 

Oceana, Wellness in Schools  

 

Lindsay Todres 

The Smile 

 

Christina Tosi 

Milk Bar 

 

Jessamyn Waldman Rodriguez 

Daily Provisions 

 

Jessica Weiss 

Marta, Caffe Marchio, Vini e Fritti 

 

Amanda Wilson 

Union Square Hospitality 

 

William Woodson 

Smile To Go 

 

Sherry Yard 

City Perch Kitchen + Bar 

 

Jaime Young 

Sunday in Brooklyn 

 


